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REPORT. 


We, the undersigned, Selectmen of the town of Bellingham, having 
reckoned with the Treasurer for the year commencing March 5th, 1864, 
and ending February 23d, 1865, beg leave to make the following Report: 


TREASURER’S ACCOUNT. 


Le 
To cash in Treasury March 5, 1864, $1,160 19 
. received of Collector for 1863, 462 57 
a “« 1864, 4,873 64 
A borrowed on notes, 6,318 00 
ou received from Railroad for care of injured man, 28 00 
is « .* State School Fund, 66 24 
‘« refunded from State for recruiting service, 125 00 
sf ‘¢ for State Aid, 2,408 56 
‘© for Corporation Tax, 170 59 
" received for land sold for taxes (released), 25 04 
s for use of Town Hall for one year, 10 00 
Whole amount received, $15,647 83 
Cr. 

Paid on Selectmen’s orders, $8,474 94 

State Tax, | 1,464 00 

on notes, 2,502 00 

interest on notes, | 496 83 

for recording deeds, &c., 2 50 

for Revenue Stamps, postage, Xe., 4 40 

. for Collector’s books, 2 00 

expenses in horrowing money, 79 

expenses in settling with State Treasurer 

and Auditor, 5 10 

abated taxes, 63 02 

express bills, (©) 

land deeded to town for taxes, 23 05 

State Aid, 1,496 48 

subscriptions for recruiting refunded, 201 00 


314,736 77 


Balance in Treasurer’s hands, $911 06 


Bills paid Town Officers for 1863, 


District. Entitled to. Expended. 
No. 1 $198 82 $166 97 
2 171 94 204 92 

3 180 75 136 50 

4. 126 75 149 25 

4) 86 74 128 90 

6 180 34 159 00 

7 127 73 121 00 

8 170 78 153 75 

9 186 81 185 72 

10 266 89 274 16 


‘“« 1864, 
on account of paupers, 
for bridges, 
for highways for 1863, 

66 6é 1864, 
for printing, 
for highway deficiencies, 


for repairing hearse and house, 


SCHOOL APPROPRIATIONS AND EXPENSES. 


$1,647 55 $1,680 17 


Amount appropriated, 1,647 55 


Overdrawn collectively, $32 62 


Now due. 


$31 85 


21 34 
6 73 
17 03 
1 09 


$78 04 


Whole amount ordered for schools for 1864, 


Amount ordered on bills for 1863, 


Overdue. 


52 98 
5) 75 
22 50 
42 16 


7 27 


$110 66 


EXPENSES FOR MILITARY PURPOSES. 


Expended for bounties, at $125 per man, 


‘* for recruiting expenses, 


6¢ 


Less by cash in State Treasury, 
Amount brought forward, 


for men to Worcester to be exempted, 


$500 00 


$589 34 
77 00 
540 44 
147 32 

T 54 
12 50 
26 55 
53 40 
19 00 


$1,473 09 


$1680 17 
149 05 


$4,375 00 
775 00 
22 63 


$5,172 63 
3,302 31 


$8,474 94 


i) 
LIABILITIES OF THE TOWN. 


Due on fifty-six Treasury Notes, $13,677 00 
Interest due on the above, 628 82 


Estimated expenses of Town Officers for 1864, 600 00 
‘¢ of Poor Farm, 501 58 


ASSETS OF THE TOWN. 


Cash in the Treasurer’s hands, $911 06 
Amount of tax bills in Collector’s hands, 915 72 
‘* paid for the State as State Aid, 1,592 43 
‘¢ deposited in State Treasury, 500 00 


‘¢ due us for State Aid, 274 00 


Present indebtedness of the Town, 


LIQUOR AGENCY. 


Dr. 


Amount of' sales, $548 O07 
Cash on hand March 2d, 1864, 60 27 
Cr. 

By amount paid for liquors, $471 22 

~  Agent’s salary, 40 00 
U. S. license, 24 17 

Cash in Agent’s hands, 

Liquor in Agent’s hands, $9 40 


DANIEL J. PICKERING, 
ALANSON BATES, 
CALVIN FAIRBANKS, 


Betiinenam, Mass., Fes. 23, 1865. 


I have examined the above account, and find it correct. 


—— $14,305 82 


1,101 58 


ee 


$15,406 90 


$4,193 21 


—— 


$11,213 69 


$608 34 


Selectmen 
of 
Bellingham. 


JOSEPH T. MASSEY, Auditor. 


REPORT OF THE OVERSEERS OF THE POOR FOR 1864. 


EXPENSES FOR THE FARM. 


F. A. Taft’s bill, $56 55 
R. F. Thayer’s bill, 16 95 
D. Wilbur’s bill, 87 60 
N. W. Holbrook’s bill, T1 99 
Q. Chilson’s bill, 16 22 
F. A. Child’s bill, Lia 
Bills paid by Overseers, : 19 19 
Farm wagon, 45 00 
S. Thayer’s bill, eo) 
M. Z. Bullard’s | 4 08 
A QO. Ware’s bill, 1 42 
Hired help, 206 50 
Dr. Nelson’s bill, 15 00 
A. Aldrich’s salary, 275 00 
W. B. Scott, Sexton, Dale 
H. A. Whitney, LOM 
One cow, 28 50 
Purchases by A. Aldrich, 378 11 

$1,249 48 

OUT-DOOR ASSISTANCE. 

For Timothy Darling and family, $65 75 
Julius Lowell, 50 14 
Lyman Adams’s family, AT 25 
N. A. Cook for services, 2 50 
Lizzie Scott’s board, 1 00 
Mrs. Sumner, for two years, 20 95 
George Hixon, at Hospital, _ 186 69 
Mark Hays’s removal to State Almshouse, JE TD 

$382 03 

$1,681 51 


There will be due A. Aldrich, April 1, 1865, $337 50. 
There are ten cords of wood cut and housed for use. 
There are thirty logs at the mill for bridges, &e. 
Twenty-five and a half cords of wood ready for market. 


We have contracted with A. Aldrich and family for the ensuing year. 


T 


ARTICLES SOLD FROM THE FARM. 


Butter, $95 08 . 
Wood, . 473 65 
Oxen, 250 00 
Hay and Straw, 49 83 
Calves, 30 60 
Sundries, 136 838 
Beds, 26 00 
, $1,061 99 
Amount received by orders on Treasury, 540 44 
$1,602 43 
PROPERTY, AS APPRAISED BY SELECTMEN. 
1 Pair Oxen, $150 00 
5 Cows, . 250 00 
‘1 Horse, 85 00 
8 1-2 tons English Hay, 276 25 
3 1-2 tons Meadow Hay, 43 75 
' 4 Pigs, 48 00 
Grain and Beans, 50 00 
_ Potatoes and Beets, 26 25 
Pork, Beef and Ham, 1538 75 
Groceries on hand, 78 95 
$1,161 95 


The following persons have been supported at the Farm: 


John Adams, 12 months. 

Abijah Hill, 1S 

Rufus Bosworth, lia ee 

Dexter Adams, ; 1 Oe 

Christianna Adams, Peis 

Julia Adams, LO ee Sri: 

Charles L. Adams, Baa 16 days. 
Lizzie Scott, dad apes 
Transient equal to LOess 


Average, 6 5-12 persons. 


8 


RECAPITULATION. 
Whole amount of Expenses, $1,631 51 
Whole amount of Receipts, 1,602 43 
— $29 08 
Outstanding bills, by estimation, 135 00 
A. Aldrich’s salary, 337 50 
Whole amount of indebtedness, $501 58 
ELLIS BULLARD, Overseers 
CHARLES PARTRIDGE, of 
HORACE ROCKWOOD, ) the Poor. 


Beturneuam, Mass., Fes. 15, 1865. 


I have examined the above account, and find it correct. 


JOSEPH T. MASSEY, Auditor. 


ea Ov" EL 


OF THE 


GENERAL SCHOOL COMMITTEE 


OF 


BELLINGHAM, MASS. 


FOR 1864-5. 


The General School Committee respectfully submit the following : 


In our social system, every member of the community is brought into 
direct connection with the education of the young. All have to bear a 
part in the support of our schools ; and, as a matter of business, all wish 
their money judiciously expended, so as to secure for it a proper equivalent. 
Higher considerations also render our schools objects of deep interest. 
You, gentlemen, do not feel, when you have discharged your legal obliga- 
tion by the payment of your taxes, that it is no concern of yours whether 
the youthful portion of the town shall become intelligent, self-supporting 
and prosperous, or whether they shall grow up ignorant, vicious and thrift- 
less. You know that in proportion as our citizens are skilful, moral, pru- 
dent and successful in the business pursuits of life, they increase the pecu- 
niary resources and lighten the burdens of the town. 

We deem it unsuitable to enter into criticisms as to the personal peculiari- 
ties of teachers, or to discuss their excellencies and defects. Such a course 
is unusual with reference to every other class of public servants. 

In the employment of teachers we have in most cases been fortunate, and 
our schools have been conducted with as much efficiency and success as we 


could reasonably expect. We think that, without improper self-com- 


2 


placency, we may claim for our schools a proficiency quite equal to that of 
other country schools in our county. In several of our schools there are 
_ scholars well qualified to become teachers. In the extent and thorough- 
ness of their attainments they are in advance of many who are employed 
and approbated to teach in town. A knowledge of this fact may save our 
Prudential Committees some trouble and travel. 

In judging cf the success of a school we must not look merely at the ex- 
tent of the field over which scholars have nominally passed. ‘To have gone 
through a book is not always proof that its contents have been mastered. 
Education does not consist in having the memory burdened with undigested 
facts and theories. Knowledge and education are far from being synony- 
mous terms. Education is the process of developing, training and strength- 
ening the mental and moral faculties. Scholars should be trained to fix 
their minds upon a single point with concentrated energy, till they can 
minutely examine it in all its parts and bearings. This requires patient 
drill and discipline. Children should be so far thrown upon their own re- 
sources as to be compelled to think and reason—to become discoverers of 
truths and facts, and thus to be able to generalize and apply facts in the 
business of life. _ 

It is evident, then, that teachers cannot educate children unless they have 
been educated themselves. They may have been through text-books, they 
may have their heads crammed with undigested facts, they may abound in 
stories and anecdotes for the amusement of their pupils and to render school 
attractive to idle urchins, and yet they may neither possess, nor be able to 
impart, mental discipline and power. 

We have examined candidates for teaching who came with flattering testi- 
monials of scholarship, who, when they no longer had their text-books in 
hand and their cold preceptor to ask the questions in his uniform order, were 
utterly at a loss to answer the plainest questions about the simplest principles 
involved in the lessons which they proposed to teach. 

We cannot expect to supply all our schools with teachers who have suc- 
cessfully studied mental and moral philosophy, yet we ought to seek persons 
of cultivated minds and manners, who give promise of skill and tact. in 


guiding the minds and moulding the manners of their pupils. 


% 


; = 


Two of our school-houses need renovation. In Districts Nos. 1 and 8 the 
houses are cold and cheerless in winter. A word to the wise is sufficient. 
Most of our schools would be much benefitted by the introduction of Out- 
line Maps; and in some of them a few chairs would be welcomed by the 


Committee and visitors generally. 


The following sums show the amount of money appropriated to the schools 


for the past year : 


Town Grant, - - - - - - - $1,400 00 
From Surplus Revenue, - : - - 140 63 
School Bank, - - - . - - : 25 09 
State School Fund, - - - - - 66 24 

$1,631 96 


The Report of the Selectmen will show the disbursements for schools. If 
we continue the plan of appropriating specific sums to the several Districts, 
each District should, as nearly as practicable, limit its expenses to the 


amount so designated. 


Respectfully submitted, 


JOSEPH T. MASSEY,.) Gen’l School Committee 
GEORGE NELSON, of Bellingham. 


a. 


TABULAR VIEW OF THE SCHOOLS. 


Districts 


No. 


1 Summer 
i Winter 


9 Summer 
Winter 


jew) 


Summer 
Winter 
Summer 
4 ; Winter 


~ §¢ Summer 
5 : 
Winter 

Summer 


6 Winter 


~J 


Winter 


Summer 
Winter 


co 


Summer 
Winter 


ie) 


; Summer 


Summer 
a ; Winter 
Primary. 
Summer 
Winter 


Mrs. Ahbie J Rockwood, 


Teachers. 


Miss L. L. Massey, 


Miss Ellen J. Hodges, 


c¢ 


66 


Mrs. Abbie J. Rockwood, 


Emma §.. Cobb, 
L. L. Massey, 


Miss Malvina Gatchell, 


Mary S. Phillips, 
Sarah A. Cook, 


Ella N. Brooks, 
6¢ 66 (a4 
Pauline O. Cook, 


S. Fannie Bryant, 
Eunice M. Ray, 
Jennie A. Colburn, 


Eliza J. Hambly, 
Eunice M. Ray, 


Laura A. Bullard, 


€6é 6 


Whole number 


of scholars. 
Average attend- 


ance. 
Teachers’ wages 


6 


| NO ad Gb bS bo 
bo © co o> on 


| Oe ee 
re OO 


including 
board. 
Length of 
schools in days 


per month, 


and months. 


8. S. FOSS, PRINTER, WOONSOCKET. 


